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WENTWOHTH'S PURPOSE 
It is the purpose of Wentworth Military Academy to provide the best conditions possible 

for the all 'round development of worthy boys and young men. 

To attain this high purpose, the Academy places greatest emphasis upon these four points: 

First, it is the Academy's aim to assemble only the highest types of students—deserving 

youths of good parentage—to assure wholesome associations and greater progress. Every pre­

caution Is taken to keep undesirable boys—all those that might prove detrimental to others— 

out of the Academy. 

Second, to employ only men of highest character and ability for its faculty. It is not enough 

for a Wentworth faculty member to be merely scholarly and a splendid instructor. He must 

also possess a spirit of friendliness and a sincere desire to give kindly help whenever necessary. 

He must thoroughly understand the innermost problems of boys—be patient with them—and 

be ready to serve each boy to the best of his ability. 

Third, to provide the very best equipment throughout every department to the end that 

every boy will have all those things necessary to his health and happiness and that none shall 

want for anything that will help him to make progress. 

Fourth, to provide a program for each day that will best serve the interests of every student. 



W E N T W D R T H F R O M T H E A I R 
No. I. Admin is+ra f ion Bui ld ing, Mess Hall, 

Library and Laboratories. 

No. 2. Hickman Hall. 

No. 3. Gymnasium, Recreation Room, Quarter­

master's Store and Rifle Gallery. 

No. 4. Marine Hall. 

No. 5. "B" Company Barracks. 

No. 6. Academy Hospital. 

No. 7. Commandant's Residence. 

No. 8. Alumni Stadium. 

No. 9. Drill and Athletic Field. 

No. 10. Second Drill and Athletic Field. 

No. I I . Sel lers-Wikof f Scholastic Building. 

No. 12. Direction of Golf Course. 

No. 13. Tennis Courts 



"^ Colonel James M. Sellers, A. B., 

Superintendent. 

Wentworth 1912, University of Chicago, A. B. 1917, Phi Beta Kappa 

1916; Sigma Xi; Beta Theta Pi; Major U. S. Marine Reserve 1917-

1920; Distinguished Service Cross; Navy Cross; Silver Star; Purple 

Heart; Croix-de-Guerre; Past President of Association of Military 

Colleges and Schools of the United States; Officer in Grand Lodge 

and Grand Connmanderies of Missouri. 

From the beginning the late President Sellers sur­

rounded himself with the ablest faculty available — 

strong men of proved qualities and Christian character. 

Under his wise and forward-looking direction, Went­

worth has grown steadily. Each year has shown marked 

Improvement over the preceding year. Today Went­

worth stands as one of the truly great educational 

institutions of our country—second to none in the op­

portunities it offers boys and young men for thorough 

preparation for professional studies, business and for 

life. 

S I N C E E I G H T E E N E I G H T Y 
One of the chief reasons why Wentworth has been able to achieve 

its lofty purpose lies in the fact that the Academy has been under one 

continuous administration since Its founding. For nearly three-score years. 

Colonel Sandford Sellers was president of Wentworth. He enjoyed one 

of the most enviable records in the history of American education. 

The Academy was founded by Stephen G. Wentworth, scion of a 

distinguished English family and a prominent Lexington banker, in 1880, 

as a memorial to his deceased son, Wifllam Wentworth. Mr. Wentworth 

immediately vested control of the institution in the hands of a board of 

trustees composed of a duly elected representative of each of the 

Evangelical churches of Lexington, and a president. Colonel Sellers was 

called to the new school In Its first year and remained as its active head 

until 1938. Mr. Wentworth served as president of the Board from 1880 

until his death In 1897. 

It was the firm conviction of the founder, his board of trustees and 

President Sellers that a military boarding school provides the most effec­

tive possible means for giving young men the thorough mental, moral 

and physical training necessary to develop in them the highest traits of 

manhood. Thus, Wentworth became the first military school in the Mis­

souri River Valley. 

• Colonel L B. Wilcoff. A.B.. S.B. in Ed., 

Treasurer and Business Manager. 

University of Missouri, A. B., S. B. in Ed., 1915; graduate work, Uni­

versity of Chicago; former District Governor Rotary International, 

1936. Came to Wentworth as coach in 1915 and has since served 

in various capacities continuously. 



^The Missouri Old Santa Fe Trail 
Marker in Lexingfon. 

* A Beauty Spot on the 
Wentworth Campus. 

AlV H I S T O R I C 
B A C K G H D U I V D 

Throughout over half a century the Wentworth pur­

pose has remained unchanged. The ideals which led 

to the Academy's founding and which have carried 

it steadily forward, shine just as brightly today as 

ever: the desire to give each youth every oppor­

tunity to develop fully his own individual personality; 

the aim that every cadet shall acquire a keen sense of 

duty and responsibility, both to himself and toward 

others; that he shall have the mental and moral power 

to make accurate judgments between right and 

wrong and the physical power to stand by his con­

victions. 

These high standards have dominated Wentworth 

for generations. But to maintain them and assure their 

full and continuous application, it has been found 

necessary to limit the enrollment. Wentworth today 

Is a relatively small school—many times larger than 

in 1880, to be sure, yet small enough that every Indi­

vidual student is given the private attention so essen­

tial to his all-'round development. 

The surrounding country affords a wealth of his­

torically important Civil War sites and the town of 

Lexington itself retains much of the tradition of the 

old south. Here enthusiasm for the renninders of our 

country's glorious past is combined with the enthu­

siasm for modern adventure to promote the rapid de­

velopment of the boy's mental, moral and physical 

resources. 
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The modern, prosperous little city of Lexing­
ton is 41 miles from Kansas City, "The Heart 
of America." This proximity makes available 
by train, motor car, bus and air all the desir­
able cultural advantages of a large city without 
any of its disadvantages. 

* The Historic Old Court House in Lexington, 
Notice the cannon ball near the top of the first 
column—-fired during the Civil War. 

(pTl^^^rr-

(1811- 1897) 
* Founder of Wentworth Military 

Academy, 

(1846-1938) 
•President of Wentworth Military 

Academy from 1880 to 1938. 



YESTERDAY 
Above is pictured the f irst company ever as­

sembled at Wentwor th . From this humble begin­

ning, the Academy has marched forward over a 

trail of development that has placed i t in the 

f ront ranl< of America's best mil i tary schools. 

aud TDDM 
The Wentworth Military Academy of today is vastly different from 

the Wentworth of 1880. From year to year it has enlarged its facilities, 

Increased Its enrollment and changed its physical appearance until there 

Is little to remind one of the early days. Numerous modern and attractive 

buildft^gs have been erected as they were needed. Old buildings have 

been torn away when they were no longer useful. Spacious military and 

athletic fields have been added. One of the finest gymnasiums in the 

country has been built. Every new method in teaching that has been 

found definitely superior to older methods has been adopted. Yet, 

some of the fundamental principles that guided the first company are 

adhered to just as strictly today. 

Ĥ -

+ Officers Front and Center 



.111111̂ 1 imilili. 

Instructions and demonstrations in all the 
Infantry Weapons. 

* The indoor rifle range where every cadet learns small arms firing. 

M I L I T A R Y 
D E P A R T M E I V T 
MILITARY training at Wentworth has always been a strong 

feature, but it is never permitted to interfere with the 

scholastic work of the Academy. It can be shown, moreover, 

that military discipline has a decidedly advantageous effect upon 

classroom work. 

In recognition of the superior military work done at Went­

worth, in 1889 the Academy became a post of the Missouri 

National Guard. Graduates of the Academy who resided in Mis­

souri, became eligible for commissions in this organization. 

Wentworth has been under the direct supervision of the War 

Department of the United States Government since 1895, when 

the first active army officer was detailed to the Academy. This 

officer, assisted by active non-commissioned officers of the army, 

is in charge of all military work. In addition, the War Depart­

ment furnishes around $50,000 worth of equipment to be used 

for instruction purposes. Wentworth is one of the original Honor 

Schools of the United States, the highest rating given by the War 

Department. The Academy has been a unit of the Reserve Of­

ficers' Training Corps from the time that organization was 

established. 

Class in First Aid. 



* This monument, erected on the campus by the 

Alumni Association, to the memory of Went­

worth cadets who died in the World War No. I, 

typifies the loyal spirit of generations of former 

Wentworth cadets. 



'^ In this view of the main lobby of the 
Administration building cadets are 
shown admiring a replica of the Dec­
laration of Independence and Consti­
tution donated to Wentworth by the 
late Mr. L. Fred Evans, Vice-President 
of Emery Bird Thayer of Kansas City. 

ADMINISTHATIOIV BUILDING 
Within Wentworth's Administration Building are handsomely fur­

nished parlors, corridors and reception rooms. Among Its furnish­

ings and decorations students and guests alike find many articles 

of interest and rare beauty. Its comfortable furnishings amid 

peaceful surroundings afford a homelike atmosphere where the 

new cadet readily adapts himself to a wholesome, happy experience, 

hlere In an atmosphere of quiet dignity, every student is privileged 

to entertain his guests or to spend bis leisure moments as governed 

by his daily schedule. None of the comforts of the modern home 

have been excluded in Wentworth's plan to provide the finest train­

ing and quarters available. 
* (Above) The corner of one of the at­
tractive parlors where cadets receive 
their guests. 

* (Right) This view partially 
Illustrates the homelike sur­
roundings of the reception 
rooms. 



Nature and man have joined forces at 

Wentworth to produce a campus of outstand­

ing beauty. Magnificent trees, of many vari­

eties, blend in perfect harmony with modern, 

attractive buildings and spacious grounds. The 

Academy is located just at the edge of Lex­

ington and covers 52 acres. The front campus 

extends over four city blocks and is dotted 

with massive elms and glorious flower banks 

that provide enchantment and inspiration. The 

back campus includes athletic a n d military 

fields and the new stadium. There are eight 

thoroughly modern buildings on the campus, 

each built for the exact purpose it serves. 

They are of brick and stone construction and 

are heated by steam and hot water. 

* In the shade of the elms. 



THE WEIVTWDRTH COUNTRY CLUR 

Located on one of the most beautiful spots over­

looking the Missouri River, the Golf Course and Coun­

try Club add variety to the many facilities available 

to the Wentworth students. The nine-hole golf course 

Is most attractive and sporty. The club house, with 

its catering equipment, is ideal for many informal 

parties held throughout the year. And in the stable 

are found horses suitable for the tyro as well as the 

expert rider. 

* Teeing Up 

* Looking over the River from 
the Wentworth Country Club 
Porch. 

* Two stylish mounts. Every Wentworth student will ride. 

* Interior of the Club House—available for 
many informal gatherings. 



^ One of the spacious, well lighted and immaculate corridors 
in the Sellers-WIkoff Scholastic Building. 

S C H O L A S T I C 
Wentworth's new $80,000 Sellers-Wikoff 

Scholastic Building Is the nucleus of the 
scholastic depa r tmen t . This magnificent 
structure contains one of the most splendid 
libraries possessed by any institution of this 
kind. Four completely equipped labo.-atorles 
provide excellent facilities for the practical 
study of the sciences. In addition to class­
rooms for all classes, It houses the Dean's 
and Commandant's offices. It is with justi­
fiable pride that Wentworth points to this 
new achievement in Its effort to provide up-
to-the-minute methods and scholastic ac­
coutrements. 

* The attractive library contains thousands of volumes, providing 
every necessary supplement to the student's texts and manuals. 

* Commercial class rooms are large and well lighted and are 
equipped with modern business machines. The latest recog­
nized business methods are taught by competent instructors. 



DEPAHTMEIVT 
The scholastic department is divided 

into two separate and distinct units: 

the high school, which offers four years 

of preparatory work, and the junior 

college, which offers two years of lib­

eral arts and science. Each has its own 

organization separate from the other. Both divisions 

are fully accredited by the North Central Associa­

tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools, an organiza­

tion composed of the leading colleges and prepara­

tory schools in twenty states. This recognition means 

that graduates of either department are eligible to 

enter any institution '\p the United States that receives 

students by certification. 

It is our aim to see that each cadet masters every 

lesson thoroughly. To accomplish this, every student 

is taught correct study methods and thoroughly 

schooled in correct uses of libraries and laboratories. 

Classes are small, averaging from 8 to 15 students, 

which permits individual attention. Most of the faculty 

members live in the buildings with students. They are 

readily accessible for special help. From time to time 

a personal study is made of each cadet to determine 

his points of weakness and help him overcome them. 

* T h e laboratory for 

elementary classes in 

c h e m i s t r y p r o v i d e s 

many cost ly instru­

ments not provided for 

in many schools but 

which Wentworth be­

lieves are important to 

the p r o p e r study of 

chemistry. 

* The laboratory for the ad­
vanced chemistry classes is 
even more c o m p l e t e l y 
equipped. 


